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Ref No: CHQ/AIGETOA/270
Dated 31/03/2010
To

Shri Man Mohan Singh Ji

Hon’ble Prime Minister of India

South Block, Raisina Hill,

New Delhi-110101
Sub: -
welcoming the recommendations of the committee headed by Shri Sam Pitroda for revival of BSNL.

Sir,

We, the members of All India Graduate Engineers and Telecom Officers Association (AIGETOA) representing more than 10000 young professionally qualified engineers and finance executives recruited by BSNL after its formation since 01/10/2000. We handle all new generation telecom technologies, and hereby welcome and appreciate the recommendations made by Shri Sam Pitroda for the betterment of telecom giant BSNL. These recommendations make business sense and are in tune with the Government of India’s fiscal and disinvestment policy.

Our apprehension is the ill-nexus of top management and employees’ union leaders to further their vested interest. BSNL has already got set back in terms of market share as well as in profitability. People with vested interest comprise of: -

· Unabsorbed ITS officers at top level, who have been working without sense of belongingness and accountability in BSNL and moreover without any legal sanctity. Their deputation period has already expired on 22/12/2008, and still they are illegally drawing pay and perks from BSNL in stringent violation of DPE and DOPT orders.

· Absorbed officers at middle level, who are least professionally qualified and are not capable to absorb next generation telecom technologies.

· Absorbed staff, which is undoubtedly surplus in the era of technology advancement. The question boggling the mind of intellects here is that Airtel with just 27000 employees is able to capture double market share as compared to BSNL.

These all categories of employees are well contented and secured in terms of undeserving career as well as money; and least bother about technological development of BSNL, thus hampering the country’s IT & Telecom growth especially in rural India. These being reasons, BSNL has witnessed nose-dive profitability and market share in the recent years.

The misfortune now and again is that these people have joined hands for satisfying their mutual interests by opposing the recommendations of Shri Sam Pitroda Committee. They have never allowed any change take place; let it be work culture, Human Resource, technology or whatsoever. They have always tried to snatch more and more from BSNL without disturbing their personal comfort. Now they have called for indefinite strike wef 20/04/2010 against said recommendations. We are very happy to announce that we, more than 10000 professionals, are not part and parcel of this strike.  

The recommendations of Shri Sam Pitroda Committee in respect of 30% disinvestment, 100000 staff reduction through VRS/CRS, Change in board composition, Independent business segment (such as mobile, fixed line, business enterprise and new services), change in procurement procedures (such as e-procurement, vendor rating and running contracts), business outsourcing model, induction of professional at top management, hiring eminent personalities from market are most welcome and urgent needs of BSNL.  

AIGETOA is very much sanguine about the outcome of these recommendations, in fact we have been demanding the same since long time thus extending wholehearted support thereto.

Thanking you.
(R P Shahu)

General Secretary

Copy to:

1. Thiru A. Raja, Hon’ble Minister of Communications & IT, New Delhi.

2. The Secretary, DoT, Sanchar Bhawan, New Delhi

3. CMD BSNL, for kind information. 
4. Dir (HR), for kind information please.

